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           Regular meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Plainview Water District was held in the District office on Tuesday, January 2, 2018.        




Present:
Marc B. Laykind, Chairman





Andrew Bader, Chairman 





Amanda R. Field, Secretary

Stephen Moriarty, Superintendent

Dina M Scott, Business Manager
James Neri, Engineer
Sujata Pal, Engineer
Michael Ingham, Attorney
Greg Gordon, Zimmerman/Edelson

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.  
Commissioner Laykind opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Correspondence was reviewed in the Board update.

The Board approved and signed payroll checks.       
Minutes of previous meeting(s) were read and approved unanimously.
Commissioner Laykind extended his sincere thanks to the residents of the community of Plainview Old Bethpage for his re-election as Commissioner of the Plainview Water District for the next three (3) years. Commissioner Laykind then turned the meeting over to Attorney Ingham to administer the Oath of Office to Commissioner Laykind.  Commissioner Laykind expressed that despite the recent audit findings and press releases that came out, the District is truly in a great place.  Commissioner Laykind expressed that he is proud to be a part of the District as he sees the hard work and the quality of work that goes into administering operations on a daily basis. The goals of all individuals involved and that the goals are not self-serving and are truly in the best interest of the District and the benefit of the community.  Commissioner Laykind expressed that while the audit findings were very disturbing, it reflected the past and the prior administrations.  It should be noted that the District has taken corrective action on half, if not more than half of the findings prior to them being disclosed with the hiring of the new Superintendent and Business Manager in 2017 in addition to the transition out of the of the former staff and former relatives of the staff that were here throughout the audit time period.  Commissioner Laykind stressed that the District has been and continues to move forward in a positive light.       

Attorney Ingham administered the oath of office to newly elected Commissioner Marc Laykind. 



Commissioner Laykind expressed his gratitude to the employees of the District who encountered four (4) water main breaks in the past three (3) days.
GREG GORDON’S REPORT – PUBLIC INFORMATION FIRM:

Greg Gordon presented various press releases to be published in the upcoming weeks for the Board’s review and approval.  

Greg Gordon suggested that the news caption of the News 12 Water Main Break coverage be posted on the District’s website and spoke on managing expectations with the public when it comes to water main breaks.  
Greg Gordon followed up with the Board on the progress of the District’s Plumbers Program.
MICHAEL INGHAM’S REPORT – ATTORNEY:



Attorney Ingham reported that he will be meeting with the Business Manager to go through the minutes of previous reorganization meetings and assist in the preparation thereof for the upcoming meeting.
Attorney Ingham reported his research on the Board’s previous inquiry related to videotaping the District’s property and previous opinions have stated that the videotaping of critical infrastructure on District property is not permissible.  
JAMES NERI’S REPORT – ENGINEER:
Engineer Neri provided the Board with a Project Status List which contains the status of all authorized projects to date and indicates a change in status of any ongoing projects.

Engineer Neri reported that the Backflow Prevention Plans for Country Pointe Phase I Residential project for the typical seven (7) and three (3) unit buildings have been reviewed and approved by H2M and the Plainview Water District and that final copies have been forwarded to the Nassau County Department of Health.  
Engineer Neri reported that the Country Pointe Phase I Residential water main work has been completed and accepted by the Nassau County Department of Health and therefore service connections have commenced.  

Engineer Neri reported that the Country Pointe Phase II Residential work is not yet ready for water main installation and due to poor weather conditions anticipates it will be pushed back.  Engineer Neri reported that Adjo Contracting has agreed to hold their bid price until January 31, 2018 as a formal bid has not yet been awarded.
Engineer Neri reported that the District has received a proposal from Eagle Control Corp. for chemical safety modifications with relation to the alkalinity control adjustments to be made to District Plant 5.  Engineer Neri reported that the proposed plan is the same template used for each of the station upgrades at previous sites and recommends the Board accept the proposal from Eagle Control Corp. in the amount of $8,455.00 as provided under the District’s previously awarded requirements contract.  
Motion made by Commissioner Laykind, seconded by Commissioner Bader, the below stated resolution was adopted unanimously:


RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners awards the proposal for the Plant 5 Chemical Safety Modifications with relation to the alkalinity control adjustments to be made to District Plant 5 in the amount of $8,455.00.

Supt. Moriarty reported that due to the complexity of the site it is recommended to use two (2) lime tanks because one lime tank could cause damage to the pumps when working at full capacity and using all four wells at that site.  Supt. Moriarty reported that the he is stepping up field alkalinity tests throughout the District on a weekly basis in an effort to monitor the results of the alkalinity adjustments being made.  
Engineer Neri reported that bids were received on December 22, 2017 for the Generator Maintenance Contract.  Engineer Neri recommended award to the low bidder, PowerPro Service Co., in the amount of $65,380.00 for the period 2018 with two optional one year extensions.  The bidder has successfully completed similar maintenance contracts with other Districts.  Therefore, Engineer Neri recommends the District award the contract for 2018 to the lowest responsible bidder, PowerPro Service Co. in the amount of $65,380.00.


Motion made by Commissioner Laykind, seconded by Commissioner Bader, the below stated resolution was adopted unanimously:


RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners awards the contract for Electrical Maintenance Services to PowerPro Service Co. in the amount of $65,380.00 for the period of 2018.

Engineer Neri reported that he has submitted the Emergency Response Plan and Cybersecurity Vulnerability Assessment to the Nassau County Department of Health.  A copy of said plan was provided to the Board.
STEPHEN MORIARTY’S REPORT – SUPERINTENDENT:
Supt. Moriarty provided the Board with an update on the pinhole program which includes surveys, inspection reports and continued analysis. Commissioner Field inquired if the District has seen a decrease in the number of reported pinhole leaks in the past month.  Supt. Moriarty replied by stating that over the past month the District has received thirty-three (33) surveys online and that while the number of reported cases has slowed down, it has not stopped.  
Supt. Moriarty reported the following water main breaks;


December 31, 2017 – 112 Morton Blvd.  


January 1, 2018 – East Park Drive on cul-de-sac


January 1, 2018 – Victor Street


January 1, 2018 –Harvard Drive near Bucknell Drive

Supt. Moriarty reported that the conservation content is complete and has been posted to the District’s new website.
Supt. Moriarty reported that the District has granted a request for disconnection of service to 62 Belmont Avenue.
Supt. Moriarty presented a memorandum regarding the assessment of backflow penalties.  In the interest of degree of hazard and past practice, Supt. Moriarty recommends that the Commissioners consider imposing fines to commercial accounts for non-testing of backflow devices during the 2017 calendar year.   

Supt. Moriarty will provide the remainder of his report in Executive Session as it relates to personnel.

DINA M SCOTT’S REPORT – BUSINESS MANAGER:

Vendor check nos. 45303 through 45318 dated December 26, 2017 in the amount of $91,373.86 were reviewed, approved and signed by the Board.

Country Pointe Phase II vendor check nos. 112 through 114 dated December 26, 2017 in the amount of $346,242.81 were reviewed, approved and signed by the Board.

Ms. Scott requested Board approval and authorization to transfer funds to cover the following dental claim costs:

· Dental claims dated December 27, 2017 in the amount of $1,195.88
Motion made by Commissioner Laykind, seconded by Commissioner Field, the below stated resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners approves the dental claims dated December 27, 2017 in the amount of $1,195.88 and the Board authorized funds be transferred into the District’s dental benefit account.
Ms. Scott reported that minutes of prior meetings are available for the Board’s review and approval.
Ms. Scott presented a report of customer billing adjustments that were made in accordance with District Policy. After discussion, the report was ordered filed.  
Ms. Scott presented the Board with a revised Travel and Conference Policy which was revised to adopt meal reimbursement based on the per diem allowance method as indicated in the New York State Office of the State Comptroller Travel Manual.
Motion made by Commissioner Laykind, seconded by Commissioner Field, the below stated resolution was adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners approves the Travel and Conference Policy.

At 8:40 pm a motion was made to enter into Executive Session to discuss personnel.

 
At 10:05 pm Executive Session ended and the Board returned to Regular Session.


There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned with a call to the Chair at 10:10 pm.
