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Plainview Water Dist:  
Conserve during heat wave

As summer officially sets in, the 
Plainview Water District (PWD) is 
encouraging residents and local busi-
nesses to practice water conservation, 
especially in light of the recent heat 
wave affecting New York and the sur-
rounding region. The rising summer 
temperatures have and will continue 
to lead to increased water usage, high-
lighting the opportunities to conserve 
by preventing unnecessary waste and 
strain on resources.

“Water consumption in the District 
nearly triples during the summer 
months, a trend that becomes espe-
cially apparent during situations 
like the recent heat wave,” said PWD 
Commissioner Marc Laykind. “This 
increased usage primarily stems from 
the overuse of residential sprinkler sys-
tems, which provides plentiful oppor-
tunities for conservation. We encour-
age residents to use water wisely and 
remain conscious of their usage. By 
incorporating at least one new conser-
vation practice into your daily routine, 
you can make a significant impact on 
preserving our only source of drinking 
water.”

During the summer months, it is easy 
to over consume water due to increased 
activities like lawn watering and out-
door recreation. However, integrating 
simple conservation habits into your 
daily routine can make a significant 
difference. By being mindful of your 
water use—such as fixing indoor and 
outdoor leaks, promptly replacing your 
sprinkler timer with a smart irrigation 
controller, and adhering to local lawn 
watering ordinances—you can help 
reduce unnecessary waste. Keeping 
track of your water consumption and 
making small adjustments can contrib-
ute to preserving this precious resource 
for future generations while also saving 
on your water bill.

“We want our residents to have a 
beautiful lawn and enjoy their outdoor 
spaces, but we’re asking that they do 

so while also being conscious of their 
water use,” said PWD Commissioner 
Andrew Bader. “Good water habits 
don't restrict you from doing what you 
want; they simply help you consume 
water more efficiently and support your 
community. The District is always here 
as a resource for anyone who has ques-
tions or wants to learn better habits for 
their water consumption. Our practices 
not only benefit the current environ-
ment but also help preserve it for future 
generations.”

The recent heat wave and rapid 
increase in temperatures serve as a 
prime example of a situation that drives 
significant spikes in water consumption 
throughout our community. A common 
misconception is that lawns need exces-
sive watering during such periods, but 
in reality, overwatering can harm your 
grass more than it helps. Lawns typical-
ly require only about an inch of water 
per week, including rainfall, and exces-
sive watering can lead to shallow root 
growth, along with increased vulnera-
bility to disease.

“Many residents overestimate how 
much water their lawn actually needs, 
leading to waste and potential harm,” 
said PWD Commissioner Michael Chad. 
“Overwatering not only wastes this 
precious resource but can also dam-
age your lawn by causing shallow root 
growth and increasing susceptibility to 
disease. By learning more about your 
lawn's actual needs and implementing 
good water habits, you are not only 
helping your lawn thrive but also sav-
ing on your water bill.”

For further information, or if you 
have any questions, please call the 
District at 516-931-6469 email info@pla-
inviewwater.org or visit www.plain-
viewwater.org. Residents can also sign 
up to receive information by submit-
ting their email address through the 
District’s homepage or following them 
on Facebook in order to stay up-to-date 
with District activities and initiatives.

Homeowner cleanup,  
hazmat collection days

The Town of Oyster Bay will be hold-
ing its S.T.O.P. (Stop Throwing Out 
Pollutants) and Homeowners Cleanup 
Days for summer 2024. During these pro-
grams, residents can drop off materials 
at the Old Bethpage Solid Waste Disposal 
Complex, located at 101 Bethpage-Sweet 
Hollow Road in Old Bethpage.

S.T.O.P. Program - Saturday, July 
13 & August 10 from 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.: 
Collects various hazardous materials, 
including: asbestos material (double 
bagged);   automobile batteries; automo-
bile tires (with or without rims); brake 
and transmission fluids; drain and oven 
cleaners; fire extinguishers; fares; fluo-
rescent bulbs; gasoline; pesticides and 
insecticides; oil-based and latex paint; 
outdoor gas grill propane tanks; photo 
chemicals; rechargeable and button bat-
teries; small aerosol cans; smoke detec-
tors; solvents; spot removers; thermo-
stats; waste motor oil and antifreeze; and 
wood preservatives.

“Improperly disposing of prod-
ucts such as waste oil, oven cleaner or 
paint thinner could contaminate your 
water supply,” said Town of Oyster Bay 
Supervisor Joseph Saladino. “Anything 
poured on the ground or put into cess-
pools, storm drains, or recharge systems 
can work its way down to the aquifer or 
our waterways.”

Homeowners Cleanup Days – 

Saturday, July 27 & August 24 from 
8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.: Collects non-hazard-
ous waste only, including: air condition-
ers; all e-waste; campers; boats and boat 
trailers (proof of ownership required — 
 oil, gas, other fluids and batteries 
removed); clean, broken concrete; large 
metal items; propane tanks and propane 
torches; tires; and yard waste.

“Many of our residents take the 
opportunity to clean out their yards in 
the summer months and may have large 
amounts of non-hazardous debris to dis-
pose,” said Town Councilman Joseph 
Labriola. “Residents can bring items 
such as used tires, fence posts, clean 
broken concrete or yard waste to our 
Homeowners Cleanup.”

Free Paper Shredding Services - 
Saturday, July 27 & August 24, from 
8:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.: Provides residents 
an opportunity to destroy unwanted doc-
uments in a safe and secure manner. 
Residents only, no businesses, can bring 
up to four bankers’ boxes of paper to the 
shredding program.

The Town’s S.T.O.P. and Homeowners 
programs are open to residents within 
the Town’s Solid Waste Disposal District. 
Proof of residency is required. For more 
information, including a full list of what 
is accepted at these programs, visit www.
oysterbaytown.com/cleanup or call  
(516) 677-5848.
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